ABSTRACT. This paper relates to material obtained during two field trips to the Peloponnese in 2013 and 2016. With the inclusion of some hitherto unpublished ant material, it gives new records from a total of 92 sampling localities. 129 species (including morphospecies not attributed to any known taxon) of ants have been recorded from the Peloponnese (southern Greece), 27 of which have been recorded from this region for the first time. Lasius reginae and 5 other morphospecies attributed only to species complexes are new to Greece.
INTRODUCTION
Even though it has been explored for almost two centuries, the ant fauna of Greece remains poorly known -most records are based on regional faunistic investigations. The first comprehensive checklist was compiled only recently by LEGAKIS (2011). Recent years, however, have witnessed an upsurge in studies of the ant fauna of Greece (BOROWIEC & SALATA 2012 , 2017a , 2017b , SALATA & BOROWIEC 2015a , 2015b , 2015c , 2017 . It turns out that the ant fauna of Greece, with about 280 recorded species, is probably the richest in Europe, including some 20 species endemic to this country. Much of the material collected, especially from taxonomically difficult genera like Temnothorax NYLANDER, 1856 and Tetramorium MAYR, 1855, still awaits identification. It is estimated that there are at least 320 species in This method was occasionally supplemented by litter sifting. All specimens were preserved in 75% pure ethanol.
Fig. 1. Map of localities (© Eric GABA).
All the sampled localities with their geographical coordinates and notes on the habitats are listed below. The numbers of the localities in square brackets refer to the locality code in the coding system used in the Database and Collection of Greek Ants housed at the University of Wrocław. The localities within regional units are arranged chronologically. Whenever possible, we compared our samples with definitively identified material housed at the Department of Biodiversity and Evolutionary Taxonomy, University of Wrocław, and with high quality images of the type specimens on the AntWeb website (http://www.antweb.org).
The images of the ant specimens included in this paper were taken using Nikon SMZ 1500 and Nikon SMZ 18 stereomicroscopes, a Nikon D5200 camera and Helicon Focus software.
Below, we present a checklist of all known ant species from the Peloponnese based on our samples and literature data. We give information about the presence of these species recorded in other Greek regions based on BOROWIEC & SALATA (2012, 2013, 2014a, 2017a, 2017b, unpubl Notes: We have classified all samples characterized by a partly pale body and reduced microreticulation on the top of the head as A. subterranea. Its conspecificity with true A. subterranea is being studied. Molecular data suggest that populations of A. subterranea auct. from Europe represent two taxa, morphologically very similar but separated genetically and ecologically (C. GALKOWSKI letter inf.). In France (the terra typica for A. subterranea), populations from the central part of that country prefer typical oak forests. They differ molecularly from Mediterranean populations in that they prefer xerophilous oak forests and shrubs. At the moment it is difficult to state whether the Greek populations belong to both cryptic taxa or represent another cryptic species. In the eastern part of the Mediterranean Basin the Tetramorium flavidulum group is represented by several morphospecies with the centre of diversity in Anatolian Turkey (our unpublished data). Our material from Greece suggests the occurrence of at least three distinct species in this country. Definitive identification of the sample from the Peloponnese will not be possible before a revision of all the taxa in the T. flavidulum group has been undertaken.
Tetramorium cf. hippocratis
Record in the Peloponnese: 68 [1480 m]. Distribution in Greece: New to Greece. Notes: At first glance the specimen from locality 68 appears similar to Tetramorium hippocratis AGOSTI & COLLINGWOOD, 1987. Despite the similarity in the black body colouration and the partly interrupted head rugae, it differs in having a distinct microreticulation between the rugae on the head, a character that is absent from all species of the T. semilaeve group. At first sight this sample is similar to an unidentified species recently collected in Georgia. The status of this morphospecies needs further study based on more material of black Tetramorium from the eastern Mediterranean Basin.
DOUBTFUL PUBLISHED RECORDS

Aphaenogaster gibbosa (LATREILLE, 1798)
Notes: Recorded from Achaia: Patras as such by FOREL (1911) but this record is doubtful because the true Aphaenogaster gibbosa (LATREILLE, 1798) is a western Mediterranean species and does not occur in Greece. Without a voucher specimen it is difficult to say which species was examined by FOREL (1911). Very probably it was a member of A. subterranea group.
Aphaenogaster semipolita (NYLANDER, 1856)
Notes: Recorded from Elis province by FOREL (1886). This taxon is now known only from Italy and FOREL'S record probably concerns Aphaenogaster finzii. Without a voucher specimen it is difficult to confirm this hypothesis. 
DISCUSSION
Following our study, the Peloponnese now appears to be one of better known Greek regions as far as its ant fauna is concerned. With 129 species the Peloponnese now has the second-highest number of recorded taxa in all the geographical regions of Greece: only Greek Macedonia has a larger number of known taxa (158). The Macedonian fauna is especially rich in species as it is a mixture of Mediterranean and Central European species, whereas Mediterranean species and mountain endemics predominate in the Peloponnese. One of the recorded species (Lasius reginae hippocratis are also known only from materials collected in the Peloponnese. Analysis of the faunal lists from the Ionian Islands, Stera Ellas and Thessaly, which are regions with habitats similar to those of the Peloponnese, should yield at least 20 more species for this latter area. Many ant genera and species groups are taxonomically unresolved, so we cannot give the exact names for 19 taxa from the checklist. Some of them probably have available specific or infraspecific names currently treated as synonyms of different taxa, while others are probably taxa new to science.
